General methods. All the reactions were carried out at 80 °C for 24 h in a round-bottom flask equipped with magnetic stir bar. Solvents and reagents were purchased from Aldrich Chemicals or J & K Scientific Ltd, were used as received. Petroleum ether (PE) refers to the fraction boiling in the 60-90 °C range. Thin-layer chromatography was performed using Qingdao-Haiyang 600 mesh silica gel plates (GF254), and samples were made visual with short-wavelength UV light (254 nm).
H NMR and
13 C NMR spectra were recorded on a 400 MHz spectrometer in solutions of CDCl 3 using tetramethylsilane as the internal standard, δ values are given in ppm and coupling constants (J) in Hz.
Typical procedure: N-phenylbenzamide (Table 2, 
entry 1). A mixture of N-phenylacetamide
(2a, 135 mg, 1.0 mmol), iodine (254 mg, 1 mmol), TBHP (387 mg, 3.0 mmol, 70% in water) and toluene (2.0 mL) was added successively in a round-bottom flask, and the resulting soln. stirred for 24 h at 80 °C. The mixture was then subjected to purification by preparative thin-layer chromatography (PE-EtOAc, 10:3) to afford product 3aa.
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Characterization data for all prepared compounds. (Table 2 , entry 10) [7] H N Table 2 , entry 11) [1] H N Table 2 , entry 12) [7] (Table 2 , entry 15) [7] H N O O 
N-phenylbenzamide (

N-(m-Tolyl)benzamide
4-Methyl-N-phenylbenzamide (
4-Methyl-N-(p-tolyl)benzamide (
N-(4-Methoxyphenyl)-4-methylbenzamide
